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Human trafficking expei't calls prostitutes ‘victims,’

says myths must be eliminated and laws changed

An authority in human traffick-
ing, or modern day slavery, who be-
lieves that prostituted women are
actually the victims, says chipping
away at the problem will require
eliminating the myths, challenging
the pimping “culture” and changing
the laws. . ‘

Julian Sher, an award-winning in-
vestigative journalist, television

writer and director and the author of
six books, told the Southwest Con-
ference Against Trafficking at
Pomona’s Fairplex Conference Cen-
ter last week that more states are
adopting laws in the area of human
trafficking.

He was the keynote speaker for

the opening session of a three-day

: Julian Sher
conference sponsored by the Na-
tional Women’s Coalition against
Violence and Exploitation.

Sher, author of “Somebody’s

Daughter — the hidden story of
America’s prostituted children and
the battle to save them,” told the
group of about 200 that the first
myth is that human trafficking is a
foreign problem.

“Ninety-five percent of girls
being trafficked on the street are
American girls,” he said, and Los
Angeles and San Diego are among
the nation’s highest trafficking areas.
“These are our daughters.”

He added that the average age of
a girl first becoming involved in
trafficking is 14. And, while there
are no figures for how many chil-
dren are involved, he said there are
some 1.7 million runaways on the
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